
  It has been a pleasure to 

begin the new school year, 

meet new friends, and recon-

nect with old ones. As I 

have the joy of working 

with our students and visit-

ing their classroom each 

day, I wish to share some of 

the amazing work I see hap-

pening at KCS.  

  As you know the school 

year began with all of us 

settling into new spaces and 

new routines. At the Middle 

School we have seen an infu-

sion of technology into our 

classrooms, a little more in-

dependence than we were 

use to, and lots of new chal-

lenges. The elementary 

school boasts a new PK cur-

riculum, Spanish in grades 

PK-4, and Eureka Math.   

  We added a “tech book” 

for science, the students are 

using the Chromebooks and 

iPads for math and ELA, 

and the new science lab is up 

and running, and is a very 

busy place in our school. 

Additionally, we have begun 

Oral Interpretation classes 

with Mrs. Hopson, where 

the students are learning the 

fundamentals of public 

speaking. In Health class 

with Vice-Principal Vines, 

the Archdiocesan Bullying 

Prevention curriculum is in 

full swing and in PE with 

VP Cormier, a soccer unit 

is underway. In Music Mr. 

K. opened the year with 

reviewing how to read mu-

sic, reviewing songs for 

Mass, and enjoying secular 

selections as well. Art 

started with an exploration 

of pointillism guided by 

talented, interim art teach-

er, Ms. Tarcza.   

  Additionally, Mr. Cormier 

is teaching Earth Science 

to the entire 8th grade, giv-

ing all of our students the 

opportunity to qualify to 

sit for the Regents Exam. 

Mrs. Mino is following suit 

with our 8th graders in pre-

paring for the American 

History regents. We have 

used this model successful-

ly in the past and believe 

this group of 8th graders to 

be up to the challenge. As 

discussed at Back-to-

School Night, students 

need to meet specific re-

quirements to be eligible to 

take the NYS Regents Ex-

amination in June.  

  Under the watchful eye of  

Mrs. Vines, our Blended 

Learning Program is up 

and running in grades PK-

8. The feedback from 

teachers and students has 

been very positive. The 

students are enjoying work-

ing in this format and are 

making great gains already! 

  Zearn is back and students 

in grades 1-4 are enjoying 

this Math favorite. PK has  

brand new curriculum~ the 

creative curriculum which is 

getting positive reviews 

from faculty, students, and 

parents.   

  In addition to our school 

work, enrichment activities 

are starting up too. Watch 

the on-line family envelope 

for details. Musical Theater, 

dance, student council, hon-

or society, scrabble club, 

scouts, and more are begin-

ning. Also beginning is our 

new afterschool music en-

richment program.    Over-

all, it has been a busy and 

rewarding first month of 

school and I look forward to 

October presenting us with 

new experiences and oppor-

tunities. Your child’s well 

being and school success is 

my first priority. If you 

have any questions, con-

cerns, or ideas, please feel 

free to call me at the school 

office or e-mail me at 

jill.albert@archny.org. 
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October 2017 

The Principal’s Challenge is here! 
The Principal’s Challenge is an opportunity for students to direct 

their own learning. Students select their topic of choice, plan their 

inquiries, and submit a final project at the Challenge Celebration 

come spring. Everyone is welcome to give it a try...and those who 

complete the challenge will be exempt from the ELA final exam in 

June. Please find more information on our webpage. The registra-

tion deadline is October 31st.  Are you up for a challenge?  



It found that teens having dinner 

with their families five nights or 

more per week were 42 percent 

less likely to consume alcohol, 66 

percent less likely to use marijuana, 

and 59 percent less likely to smoke 

cigarettes compared to their peers 

who do not eat with their families 

on a regular basis.    

  “At a time when kids are under a 

lot of stress for a lot of different 

reasons, having a regular meal 

time that they can count on, know-

ing that their parents are there for 

support– can be very helpful,” said 

David Elkind, a professor of child 

development at Tufts University in 

Massachusetts.   

  According to ABC News, the survey 

also found that frequent family din-

ners were associated with better 

school performance, & teens who 

dine with their family were 40 per-

cent more likely to 

get A’s & B’s.  These 

results are consistent  

with a growing  

body of research.  A 

recent  Harvard University study re-

ported that family dinners were the 

most important family events in 

helping children develop language 

skills.    So, the important thing isn’t 

what’s for dinner, but rather who is 

at the table! 

   A regular family dinner may 

have additional benefits for teen-

agers, according to The World 

News Tonight.  They recently ran a 

news piece based on research 

from Columbia University. The 

university’s survey indicated that, 

teenagers who eat with their fami-

lies at least five times a week are 

more likely to get better grades in 

school & are much less likely to 

have substance abuse problems.  

According to the broadcast, “only 

about half of American teen-agers 

say they have regular family din-

ners.”  The survey suggests that 

family time may be more im-

   The KCS Family Organization is off to a 
great start!  They started the year off with 
a Back-to-School Picnic at Post Park. In 
September they helped us welcome all of 

our families on Back-to-School Night, and 

an Outdoor Movie Night  on the 22nd.       
On October 24th we will celebrate Hal-
loween with our third annual  Trunk-or-

Treat for KCS students in grades  PK to 
4. Look to our website News & Infor-
mation section in the coming weeks for 

more information.    

November brings our 
annual auction! The 
big night is November 
18th at the Best West-
ern. Be sure to get 
your tickets early as space is limited. You 
will surely want to be part of the fun!  The 
fun continues in December with Caroling 
in Woodstock (12/2) and the Pancake 

Breakfast (12/3).  

We see signs of summer's passing in golden leaves,  
shortening days, misty mornings, autumn glow.  
We sense its passing in rain that dampens,  
winds that chill, Harvest's bounty placed on show. 
Creator God, who brings forth  
both green shoot and hoar frost,  
sunrise and sunset,  
we bring our thanks for seeds that have grown,  
harvests gathered, 
storehouses filled, 
mouths fed.  
And, as your good earth rests  
through winter's cold embrace,  
we look forward to its re-awakening  
when kissed by Spring's first touch. 

Family Dinner Linked to Better Grades for Teens 

The KCS Family Organization off to a Great Start! 

Prayers for Autumn 

  If you have not yet attended a KCSFO 
event  they are a great way to meet other 
families and make new friends. Our Family 
Organization team is led by President Brid-

get Lasecki, Vice-President Stacey 
Schuon, Treasure Mike Creeden, 
and Secretary Christie Creeden. 
They are always looking for new 
members and new ideas! Please 
call either the school office if you 

would like to work with this amazing team or 
visit our  website 

@KingstonCatholicSchool.org 

for more information about our events.  

 

For summer's passing 
and harvest home 
We Thank  You 

For autumn's splendour 
and winter's chill  
We thank you 

For seed that has fallen  
the promise of spring  
We thank you 

 
 

Read more at: http://www.faithandworship.com/

Prayers_Autumn.htm#ixzz4uTi5VIGY  
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